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The Technique of Manufacturing and Molding of
Wooden Coffins in Ancient Egypt

Dr. Eman Mohamed Nabil®
Abstract:

The present paper describes the techniques, manufacturing, and
formation of wooden coffins in Ancient Egypt because they were the
most important burial elements for carrying the body of the
deceased. Based on the beliefs and religious customs of the era,
coffins differed in terms of shapes, materials, and decorations. In
addition, the methods of decoration and preparation of the ground
layers covering the surface of the wooden coffin varied to match the
decoration method and included gesso layers, mud, and natural resin.
The manufacturing and formation of coffins underwent several
stages, starting from the preparation of wood, cutting, smoothing
using abrasives of hard stones coarse powder, and preparation of
wooden panels. Furthermore, the ancient Egyptian adhered to a
sketch of coffins before manufacturing. In implementing the design,
he assembled the wooden panels using various wooden joins. After
assembling the final form, he prepared ground layers to cover the
surface of the wood and fit the decoration. The decoration methods
of the coffin differed and included all known methods in Ancient
Egypt. Accordingly, a coffin contained more than one decoration
style. Thus, the coffins made by the ancient Egyptian were
masterpieces with their scientifically based artistic styles. The
present study investigates the types of wood used in manufacturing
wooden coffins, methods of wood preparation, cutting, smoothing,
and assembly. It also examines the stages of development of the
coffins' manufacture and decoration materials throughout history.
Keywords: Wooden Coffins, Natural resins, Wooden joins,
Preparation layers, Decoration Materials.
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